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Candlemas 
 
 

We are welcomed 
 

God is good 
all the time. 
All the time 
God is good.  
 
We Sing 
 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

 
2. Born thy people to deliver; 

born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us for ever; 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thy own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thy all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 30. Words: 
Charles Wesley; Music: Hyfrydol (Rowland Hugh Prichard). 

We say sorry 
 

Christ came in humility to share our lives: 
forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ came with good news for all people: 
forgive our silence. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 
forgive our self-centredness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We hear of God’s forgiveness 
 
May the God of love bring you back to himself, 
forgive you your sins,  
and assure you of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 

 
 

We pray the Collect Prayer together 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory 
of Israel: make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. Amen. 

Bible Reading - Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair 
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your 
own soul too.’ 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished everything required 
by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was 
upon him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Thank you to all who give to the life of our church in so many ways.  
A collection will not be taken during this service.  

There is a still a Collection Plate available at the back,  
and it is also possible to make electronic donations via 

the machine at the back or via this QR code if you so choose. 
 

Please be aware this service is livestreamed. If you or anyone 
accompanying you does not wish to be visible on camera, remain 

behind the front row. Those receiving Communion will not be filmed.   



Talk 
 

We sing  
 

1. When candles are lighted on Candlemas Day 
The dark is behind us and Spring's on the way. 

 

A glory dawns in every dark place 
The light of Christ the fullness of grace. 

 
2. The kings have departed the shepherds have gone 

The Child and his parents are left on their own. 
 

3. They go to the temple obeying the law 
And offer two pigeons the gift of the poor. 

 
4. But Anna and Simeon recognise there 

The Christ-child who came at the turn of the year. 
 

5. The old who have suffered and waited so long 
See hope for the world as they welcome the young. 

 
6. They gaze at God's wonderful answer to prayer 

The joy of the Jews and the Gentiles' desire. 
 

7. The candles invite us to praise and to pray 
When Christmas greets Easter on Candlemas day. 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 113. 
Elizabeth Cosnett © Words: Stainer & Bell Ltd; Music: Lourdes. French traditional 
melody.  

 
We say what we believe  

Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
We pray together 
 
Our prayers end with 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

We share news 

We sing 
 

1. From the breaking of the dawn 
To the setting of the sun 
I will stand on every promise of Your word 
Words of power strong to save 
That will never pass away 
I will stand on every promise of Your word 
For Your covenant is sure 
And on this I am secure 
I can stand on every promise from Your word 

 
2. When I stumble and I sin 

Condemnation pressing in 
I will stand on every promise of Your word. 
You are faithful to forgive 
That in freedom I might live 
So I stand on every promise of Your word. 
Guilt to innocence restored 
You remember sins no more 
So I'll stand on every promise of Your word. 

 
3. When I'm faced with anguished choice 

I will listen for Your voice 
And I'll stand on every promise of Your word 
Through this dark and troubled land 
You will guide me with Your hand 
As I stand on every promise of Your word 
And You've promised to complete 
Every work begun in me 
So I'll stand on every promise of Your word. 

 
4. Hope that lifts me from despair 

Love that casts out every fear 
As I stand on every promise of Your word 
Not forsaken not alone 
For the Comforter has come 
And I stand on every promise of Your word 
Grace sufficient grace for me 
Grace for all who will believe 
We will stand on every promise of Your word. 

 
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend CCLI Song #4642105 © 2005 Thankyou Music Ltd 
CCLI Licence No.30093 

 
We share the Peace 

We are invited to form a circle around the church and sing 
Go now in peace, go now in peace 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere 
You may go. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 

We offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ, USA © The Archbishops' Council 
2000-04. Copyright hymns are reproduced under CCLI Licence no. 30093, 
and One Licence 632880-A. 


