
St Andrew’s, Chesterton 
Family Service 
14 December 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent  
 

We are welcomed 
 
God is good 
all the time. 
All the time 
God is good.  
 
We Sing 
 
1     People, look east to see at last 

hopes fulfilled from ages past: 
now in the promise of the morning, 
see, a brighter day is dawning, 
rich with the visions long foretold, 
prophets’ dreams from days of old. 

 
2     God reaffirms the gracious call: 

words of welcome meant for all; 
comfort enough for all our sorrows; 
justice shaping new tomorrows. 
Mercy bears fruit in lives restored, 
freed to praise and serve the Lord. 

 
3     Now, with the coming of the light, 

darkest fears are put to flight; 
see how the clouds of gloom are clearing, 
blown aside by hope’s appearing. 
Jesus, the Light of all our days, 
comes and sets our hearts ablaze. 

 
4     Born of our race, a child so small — 

hail the promised Lord of all! 
Nailed to a cross for our salvation, 
he shall rule God’s new creation. 
Lift up your eyes, and look again: 
see, he comes in power to reign! 
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Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 
People of God: return! 
You are called to be God’s own. 
From the mountains announce the good news. 
God comes in justice and peace, 
to all who follow his ways. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

We say sorry and hear God’s forgiveness 
 

Heavenly Father, you have created a universe of light: 
forgive us when we return to darkness. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world: 
cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, you give us light in our hearts: 
renew us in faith and love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of love bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

We pray the Collect Prayer together 
 

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Bible Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
    the majesty of our God. 
 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
    ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you.’ 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
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the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 A highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God’s people; 
    no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 
    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Talk 
 

We sing in response 
 

 
1. Who would think that what was needed 

To transform and save the earth 
Might not be a plan or army 
Proud in purpose proved in worth 
Who would think despite derision 
That a child might lead the way 
God surprises earth with heaven 
Coming here on Christmas Day 

 

2. Shepherds watch and wise men wonder 
Monarchs scorn and angels sing 
Such a place as none would reckon 
Hosts a holy helpless thing 
Stabled beasts and by-passed strangers 
Watch a baby laid in hay 
God surprises earth with heaven 
Coming here on Christmas Day 

 

3. Centuries of skill and science 
Span the past from which we move 
Yet experience questions whether 
With such progress we improve 
While the human lot we ponder 
Lest our hopes and humour fray 
God surprises earth with heaven 
Coming here on Christmas Day 
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We say what we believe  
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
We pray together 
 
Our prayers end with 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 

We share news 

We sing 
 

1    Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives. 
Fling wide the gates and welcome him 
into your lives. 
Make way! Make way for the King of kings! 
Make way! Make way and let his kingdom in! 

 

2     He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
the prisoners to free. 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 

 

3     And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy and royal crown 
he’ll beautify. 

 

4     We call you now to worship him 
as Lord of all, 
to have no other gods but him: 
their thrones must fall! 
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We share the Peace 

We are invited to form a circle around the church and 
sing 
Go now in peace, go now in peace 
May the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere 
You may go. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

There will be a short celebration of Communion after refreshments, 
beginning c.11.15am. All welcome to stay. 
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