
 

St Andrew’s, Chesterton   
Sung Eucharist 
8 December 2024 
The Second Sunday of Advent   
 

 
 

Introit: Sleepers, wake!  
 
Sleepers, wake! the watch-cry pealeth, 
while slumber deep each eyelid sealeth: 
awake, Jerusalem, awake! 
Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling, 
and seraph-notes are onward rolling; 
they call on us our part to take. 
Come forth, ye virgins wise: 
the Bridegroom comes, arise! Alleluia! 
Each lamp be bright with ready light 
to grace the marriage feast tonight. 
 
Words: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1568), trans. Frances E. Cox (1812-1897); Harmonised 
by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
Gathering Hymn 
 

1    Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 

2    Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
 

3    Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us for ever; 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

4    By thy own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone: 
by thy all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 30.   
Words: CHARLES WESLEY (1707–1788); Tune: Cross of Jesus. John Stainer (1840-
1901) from The Crucifixion, 1887. 

 
The Greeting 
 
In the name of the Father, 
And of the Son, 
And of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
The Service is introduced, and the Advent Candle lit. 
 

People of God: be glad! 
Your God delights in you, 

giving you joy for sadness 
and turning the dark to light. 
Be strong in hope therefore; 
for your God comes to save. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one in the love of Christ 
today and for ever. Amen. 

Confession 
 

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the 
darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 

Silence is kept 
  
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God. Amen.  

Kyrie eleison 
 
Kyrie, eleison. 
Christe, eleison. 
Kyrie, eleison.  

Absolution 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God.  
Amen. 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not indicated below): 
The Kyrie, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei are sung by the Choir to the Short 
Communion Service in the Phrygian Mode by Charles Wood (1866-1926). Some 

material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ, USA.; © The Archbishops’ Council 2000-20. Copyright hymns are 

reproduced under CCLI Licence no. 30093 and One Licence 632880-A. 
 

Please be aware this service is livestreamed. If you or anyone 
accompanying you does not wish to be visible on camera, remain behind 

the front row. Those receiving Communion will not be filmed.   



 

First Reading – 1 Corinthians 15. 50-57 
 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell 
you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be 
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
53 For this perishable body must put on imperishability, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When 
this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this 
mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is 
written will be fulfilled: 

‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
55 ‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?’ 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading – 1 John 4. 13-21 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen 
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Saviour of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So 
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 
of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; 
for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because 
he first loved us. 20 Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. 21 The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Psalm: Psalm 23  
 
The LORD is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me forth 

beside the waters of comfort. 
3 He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in the 

paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that 
trouble me : thou hast anointed my head with oil, and 
my cup shall be full. 

6 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life : and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost ; As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Gospel Reading—Luke 3:1-6 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

The Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 



 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
These responses may be used 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
For the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

In the tender compassion of our God, 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
and also with you. 
 

A collection for the ministry and mission of St 
Andrew’s will be taken at this point of the 
service. Thank you to all who give to the life of 
our church in so many ways.  

It is also possible to make donations via the 
machines at the back or this QR code. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

1     Hills of the North, rejoice, 
river and mountain-spring, 
hark to the advent voice; 
valley and lowland, sing. 
Christ comes in righteousness and love, 
he brings salvation from above. 

 

2      Isles of the Southern seas, 
sing to the listening earth, 
carry on every breeze 
hope of a world’s new birth: 

In Christ shall all be made anew, 
his word is sure, his promise true. 

 

3     Lands of the East, arise, 
he is your brightest morn, 
greet him with joyous eyes, 
praise shall his path adorn: 
your seers have longed to know their Lord; 
to you he comes, the final word. 

 

4     Shores of the utmost West, 
lands of the setting sun, 
welcome the heavenly guest 
in whom the dawn has come: 
he brings a never-ending light 
who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 

 

5     Shout, as you journey home, 
songs be in every mouth, 
lo, from the North they come, 
from East and West and South: 
in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
in him the universe be blest. 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 39.   
Editors of English Praise, 1975 based on CHARLES ERNEST OAKLEY (1832–1865) 

At the Preparation of the Table 
 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 
draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise 
a dwelling place for your glory. Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here  
His Spirit is with us.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; Heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

[Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.] 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer ends with 
Amen. 
 
We kneel and keep a moment's silence  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  



 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread  
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because 
we all share in one bread.  
 

Agnus Dei  
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world: grant us thy peace.  
 

Giving of Communion  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The president and people receive communion. Visitors who are 
communicant members of their home churches are welcome to 
receive communion at St Andrew's. If you would prefer to receive 
a blessing instead, please signify this by bringing your order of 
service with you.  
 

There will be two communion stations – one at the Nave altar 
and one at the South Aisle altar (for those wishing to kneel). If 
for health reasons you would prefer to receive the bread and 
wine by intinction by the priest, please come forward to the 
Nave altar and indicate this by pointing to the chalice held with 
the bread. Please also indicate if you require gluten-free bread. 

Communion Motet - Like as the hart  
 

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks : so longeth my soul 
after thee, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God : when 
shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
My tears have been my meat day and night : while they daily 
say unto me, Where is now thy God? 

Psalm 42:1-3; Herbert Howells (1892-1983)  

Prayers after Communion 
 

Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Notices 

Sending Out Hymn  
 

1     O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
   ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
   ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 

 

2    When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: 

 

3    And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin: 

 

4     When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home — what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great thou art!’ 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 546.   
Words: STUART K. HINE (1899–1989) Words and Music: © 1953 The Stuart Hine 
Trust / Kingsway Communications Ltd. 

Blessing 

Christ the Son of God 
perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your 
hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  


