
St Andrew’s, Chesterton  
All-Age Communion 
21 April 2024 
Fourth Sunday of Easter
 

 
We are welcomed 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 

The service is introduced. 

We sing 

1  God is Love: let heav’n adore him; 
 God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
 let creation sing before him, 
 and exalt him with one voice. 
 He who laid the earth’s foundation, 
 he who spread the heav’ns above, 
 he who breathes through all creation, 
 he is Love, eternal Love. 
   

2  God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
 all the world in one embrace; 
 with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
 every child of every race. 
 And when human hearts are breaking 
 under sorrow’s iron rod, 
 then they find that selfsame aching 
 deep within the heart of God. 
   

3  God is Love: and though with blindness 
 sin afflicts the souls of all, 
 God’s eternal loving-kindness 
 holds and guides us when we fall. 
 Sin and death and hell shall never 
 o’er us final triumph gain; 
 God is Love, so Love for ever 
 o’er the universe must reign. 
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We say sorry  
 
Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 
 
Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
We hear God’s forgiveness proclaimed 
 

May the God of love 
bring us back to himself, 
forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We sing the Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest. 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer.  
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
  

Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one 
flock, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

We hear our first Bible Reading  

Acts 4:5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 
7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do 
this?’ 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are questioned 
today because of a good deed done to someone who was 
sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it be 
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this 
man is standing before you in good health by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
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raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is 

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
    it has become the cornerstone.” 
12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must 
be saved.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

We hear our Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 10:11-18 
 

[Jesus said:] ‘I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand 
does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.’  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

We explore God’s Word to us 

We sing  
 
1     The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
his goodness restores my soul. 

 
And I will trust in you alone. 
And I will trust in you alone, 
for your endless mercy follows me, 
your goodness will lead me home. 

 
2     He guides my ways in righteousness, 

and he anoints my head with oil, 
and my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on his pure delights. 

 
3     And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 
for you are with me, and your rod and staff 
are the comfort I need to know. 
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We say together what we believe  
 
We say together in faith 
Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
 for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!  
Amen. 

We pray for others and ourselves 

These responses may be used 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

And at the end 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

We share the Peace 
 
God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

A collection for the ministry and mission of St 
Andrew’s will be taken at this point of the service. 
Thank you to all who give to the life of our church 
in so many ways.  

It is also possible to make electronic donations via 
the machines at the back or this QR code here.  

We sing during our Offertory  
 

1     There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there’s a kindness in his justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth’s failings 
have such kindly judgement given. 



2     For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind, 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he would not own. 

 
3     There is plentiful redemption 

through the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 

 
Second half of tune: 
 
4     If our love were but more simple, 

we should take him at his word; 
and our lives would be all gladness 
in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

Words: FREDERICK WILLIAM FABER (1814–1863)* Tune: Corvedale by Maurice 
Bevan (b. 1921) © 1982 Birdwing Music / BMG Songs Inc. Administered by Song 
Solutions Daybreak, 14 Horsted Square, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG. Used by 
permission. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord is here 
His spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, 
your face is turned towards your world. 
In love you gave us Jesus your Son 
to rescue us from sin and death. 
Your Word goes out to call us home 
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven’s song: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that 
comes from heaven. To the darkness Jesus came as your 
light. With signs of faith and words of hope he touched 
untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
 
This is his story. 
This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, 

yet at the end they turned on him. 
On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 
to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
 
This is his story. 
This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
This is our story. 
This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
 
This is our story. 
This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 
with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
We kneel and keep a moment's silence 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

We sing the Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, give us your peace. 

Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The president and people receive communion. Visitors who 
are communicant members of their home churches are 
welcome to receive communion at St Andrew's. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing instead, please signify this by 
bringing your order of service with you.  

There will be two communion stations – one at the Nave 
altar (for receiving the bread dipped in the wine), and one at 
the South Aisle altar (for receiving the bread and the wine 
separately), and for kneeling – if that is your preference.  

We sing during Communion 
 

1  Because the Lord is my shepherd, 
 I have everything I need. 
 He lets me rest in the meadow 
 and leads me to the quiet streams. 
 He restores my soul and he leads me 
 in the paths that are right. 
  

 Lord, you are my shepherd, you are my friend. 
 I want to follow you always,   
 just to follow my friend.   
   

2  And when the road leads to darkness, 
 I shall walk there unafraid. 
 Even when death is close I have courage, 
 for your help is there. 
 You are close beside me with comfort, 
 you are guiding my way: 
   

3  In love you make me a banquet 
 for my enemies to see. 
 You make me welcome, 
 pouring down honour from your mighty hand, 
 and this joy fills me with gladness; 
 it is too much to bear: 
   

4  Your goodness always is with me 
 and your mercy I know. 
 Your loving kindness strengthens me always 
 as I go through life. 
 I shall dwell in your presence for ever, 
 giving praise to your name: 
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We pray after Communion  
 

Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good 
shepherd,  
and in his love for us  
to lay down his life and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Notices 

Sending Out Hymn 
  
1   I will sing the wondrous story 
  of the Christ who died for me, 
  how he left the realms of glory 
  for the cross on Calvary. 
  Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
  of the Christ who died for me — 
  sing it with his saints in glory, 
  gathered by the crystal sea. 
   
2   I was lost but Jesus found me, 
  found the sheep that went astray, 
  raised me up and gently led me 
  back into the narrow way. 
  Days of darkness still may meet me, 
  sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
  but his presence still is with me, 
  by his guiding hand I’m led. 
   
3   He will keep me till the river 
  rolls its waters at my feet: 
  then he’ll bear me safely over, 
  made by grace for glory meet. 
  Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
  of the Christ who died for me — 
  sing it with his saints in glory, 
  gathered by the crystal sea. 
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Blessing 
 
Christ the good shepherd, 
who laid down his life for the sheep, 
draw you and all who hear his voice, 
to be one flock within one fold; 
and the blessing of God Almighty: 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain you always. 
Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 


