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We receive God’s blessing 
 
May God who clothes the lilies  
and feeds the birds of the sky, 
who leads the lambs to pasture  
and the deer to water, 
who multiplied loaves and fishes  
and changed water into wine, 
lead us,  
feed us,  
multiply us, 
and change us  
to reflect the glory of our Creator 
now and through all eternity; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen.   
 

 

 

 

Please stay for coffee which will be served in the  

St Andrew’s Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright acknowledgement Bible reading  © 1989 National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, USA.  Some material included in this service 
is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2000. Some material included 
in this service is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2005. Copy-
right . Hymns are reproduced under CCL Licence no. 30039 
 

A collection will be taken during the service,  
but it is also possible to make electronic donations via the  

machines at the back or by simply using the  
QR code below.  
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St Andrew’s, Chesterton 
All-age Communion  
29 January 2023 
4th Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Welcome 
 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
and also with you. 

Gathering Hymn 
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
   
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
   
To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
   
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 

 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 676 
Music St Denio; Adapted from a Welsh song set to a hymn in John Roberts’s 
Caniadau y Cyssegre, 1839 last verse arrangement by Barry Rose (b.1934). 

 
We say sorry  
 
The gospel calls us to turn away from sin 
and be faithful to Christ. 
As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, 
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our 

faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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We receive God’s forgiveness 
 
The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
 

God of heaven, 
you send the gospel to the ends of the earth 
and your messengers to every nation: 
send your Holy Spirit to transform us 
by the good news of everlasting life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

We listen to God’s Word 

First Reading 
1 Kings 17:1-3, 7-16 

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to 
Ahab, ‘As the Lord the God of Israel lives, before 
whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain 
these years, except by my word.’ 2 The word of the 
Lord came to him, saying, 3 ‘Go from here and turn 
eastwards, and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan. ... 7 But after a while the 
wadi dried up, because there was no rain in the 
land. 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
9 ‘Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 
and live there; for I have commanded a widow there 
to feed you.’ 10 So he set out and went to Za-
rephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a 
widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her 
and said, ‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I 
may drink.’ 11 As she was going to bring it, he called 
to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your 
hand.’ 12 But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, I 
have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, 
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple 
of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for 
myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.’ 
13 Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as 
you have said; but first make me a little cake of it 
and bring it to me, and afterwards make something 
for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord 
the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emp-
tied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that 
the Lord sends rain on the earth.’ 15 She went and 
did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her 
household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was 
not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according 
to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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  Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
  trust in him and you will not thirst. 
   

TAIZÉ COMMUNITY 
based on John 6 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 442 
Words and Music: © Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 71250 Taizé, France 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 

TAIZÉ COMMUNITY 
based on Psalm 103 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 600  
Words and Music: © 1998, Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 71250 Taizé, France 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

Notices  

Final Hymn 
 

 1  Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
   be all else but naught to me, save that thou art ;  
  be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
   both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2  Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
   be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord ;  
  be thou my great Father, and I thy true son ;  
   be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
3  Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight ;  
   be thou my whole armour, be thou my true  
  might ;  
  be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower :  
   O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my 
  power. 
 
4  Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise :  
   be thou mine inheritance now and always ;  
  be thou and thou only the first in my heart ;  
   O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
5 High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright Sun, 

 O grant me its joys after victory is won ;  
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Rop tu mo baile, a Choindiu cride(Irish, 8th century) 

translated by  Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931) 

versified by Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860–1935) 
 

Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 595. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our saviour taught us so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 
 
Giving of Communion 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

The president and people receive communion. Visitors who are 
communicant members of their home churches are welcome 
to receive the bread and wine at St Andrew's. The bread and 
the wine will be distributed together, as we continue not to 
share the common cup at this time.  

If you have not been prepared for communion or would prefer 
to receive a blessing instead, please signify this by bringing 
your order of service with you to the altar. 

During Communion 
   
  Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
  come to him and never be hungry. 
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Gradual Hymn 
 
1    The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
his goodness restores my soul. 
 
And I will trust in you alone. 
And I will trust in you alone, 
for your endless mercy follows me, 
your goodness will lead me home. 

 
2    He guides my ways in righteousness, 

and he anoints my head with oil, 
and my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on his pure delights. 

 
  And I will trust in you alone…. 
 
3    And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 
for you are with me, and your rod and staff 
are the comfort I need to know. 

 
 And I will trust in you alone…. 

 
STUART TOWNEND (b. 1963) 

based on Psalm 23 
 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 800 
Words and Music: © 1996, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C 
Cook; Used by permission. 
 
Gospel Reading 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 
and his disciples had also been invited to the wed-
ding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4 And Jesus said to 
her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to 
me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5 His mother said to 
the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6 Now 
standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jew-
ish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 
gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to 
them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.’ So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom 10 and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We think about God’s Word for us 

 

We affirm our faith 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers  

After each section this response may be used 

Lord in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

We share the peace 
 

God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 

Offertory Hymn 

 
1   As the deer pants for the water, 
  so my soul longs after you. 
  You alone are my heart’s desire 
  and I long to worship you. 
   
   You alone are my strength, my shield, 
   to you alone may my spirit yield. 
   You alone are my heart’s desire 
   and I long to worship you. 
   
2   I want you more than gold or silver, 
  only you can satisfy. 
  You alone are the real joy-giver 
  and the apple of my eye. 
   
3   You’re my Friend and you’re my Brother, 
  even though you are a king. 
  I love you more than any other, 
  so much more than anything. 
   
          MARTIN J. NYSTROM (b.1956) 
   
Words and Music: © 1983 Restoration Music Ltd / Sovereign Music UK, PO Box 
356, Leighton Buzzard LU7 3WP &   
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The Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new cove-

nant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to 

join the eternal song of heaven: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and God of might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who 
comes in the name, 
he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

We kneel and keep a moment's silence 

 


