
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Azul Wasi Newsletter  Autumn 2022 
We hope you will enjoy reading the latest news from Azul Wasi 

 

Come and see life at Azul Wasi 
Here is a short video which was actually made to encourage volunteers to spend some time at Azul Wasi, but it gives 
a good idea of life there. Take a look and see the Azul Wasi family and their home for yourself! You don’t have to be a 
facebook user to see it. https://www.facebook.com/100001844517086/videos/769498107701823/ 

 
News from Azul Wasi 

In September Azul Wasi took part in one of their first post-pandemic activities 
and joined LAFF (Latin American Foundation for the Future) in Cusco for a 
Sports Day. The day included various team-building activities, dodgeball 
games, and finally, to the delight of the boys, a football match. It was great to 
see the boys working together and developing their team-building and 
communication skills, as well as getting the opportunity to play some sports 
they don’t usually get to play. The day culminated in a meal at the local 
‘polleria’ (chicken restaurant).  

 
Recently LAFF held a 2-day career fair in Cusco, which the older boys of Azul 
Wasi attended. Students received information about professional, technical, 
trades and artistic careers. They were told about places and opportunities in 
study centres and work environments and discovered a variety of options that 
they can consider for their future. It included presentations from the Ministry 
of Culture on various themes, including rights, culture and diversity.  
 
Those attending stayed overnight in Cusco which allowed for them to share 
ideas and get to know students from two other organizations that LAFF 

supports (https://www.laffcharity.org.uk/partners/). The second day included more presentations and talks with 
invited guests who gave insights into their careers. This was a wonderful opportunity for students not only to ask 
questions and receive advice regarding careers they were interested in, but also to learn more about careers they may 
not have heard of previously. Afterwards one of the boys said, ‘I learnt that to have a career isn’t just to study and to 
work, but also to love and be inspired by what you do.’    
 

 



 
St Andrew’s monthly donation for food at Azul Wasi 
A few months ago we heard that another organisation which had, like us, supported Azul Wasi for a long time had to 
withdraw their support.  This left a hole of $500 a month (currently £420) in their budget, with little notice. Fortunately 
LAFF stepped in and guaranteed to cover part of this shortfall until the end of December. 
 
We had a careful look at our fund and considered the projected income from our regular donors and decided that we 
were in a position to be able to increase the amount we send each month to help cover the food costs at Azul Wasi. 
This has been made possible by the regular monthly donations and by the generous one-off donations that have been 
made during the past couple of years when we have been unable to hold any fundraising events. It is 4 years since we 
last raised the amount and prices have shot up since then. 
 
So we have increased our monthly payment by £100 to £875 a month (£10,500 a year), starting this September.  We 
also made a one-off donation of £650 to help cover the shortfall over the recent months. This was done in consultation 
with our church treasurer and the chair of the Mission and Giving Committee. We hope that with LAFF’s help Alcides 
will be able to find other donors to support the project, but in these challenging times it is not easy. 
 

The new study building 
Last year a new building was started to provide a study area for the older boys.  A generous donation from a member 
of St Andrew’s has helped them to be able to complete the building by paying for the windows and doors.  We have 
just heard that the room is now ready to be put to good use by the older boys. Having a separate space to study in will 
be a huge benefit to them as they work hard towards their exams and their chosen future education and careers. 
 

 
 
 
 

Letters from the boys 
Earlier in the year we told you about the fundraising event that Helen 
Barker organised at King’s College School.  The money raised paid for 
much-needed (and appreciated!) insulation in the dormitories. Children 
from King’s College School wrote to each of the boys, and they have 
received some lovely letters back, in which the boys at Azul Wasi said 
what they wanted to do when they leave school.  Here are translations 
of some of them: 
 
Hello, friends. My name is Fran. I am 14 years old. I love being in this 
home because I have many friends; also, I can laugh and get to know 
many friends from other countries; I can study here, and it gives me every 
possibility to be something in life. When I grow up I want to be a soldier 
to protect our country. Thank you, friends. 
 
Hello, friends. My name is Gustavo. I am 17. I like being in this home 
because we are a family. My ambition is to be a mechanic. Thank you 
very much, friends!! 
 
My name is Percy and I am 14. I like being at Azul Wasi and I am happy 
because at Azul Wasi we are one family. My ambition is to be a 
mechanical engineer. Thank you. 
 



Hello, friends. My name is Ronaldino. I am 16. I've been at Azul Wasi for nearly 6 years and I like being here because 
we play, we study and we eat very happily together. We share with the volunteers and we watch TV. And when I finish 
my secondary education I want to study engineering and geology. Thank you, friends. 
 
Hello Friends. My name is Roger. I am 18 years old and I've been living at 
Azul Wasi for 4 years. In the time I've been there I have felt well and happy 
because we have freedom there and amongst other things we have games. 
When I finish my studies I want to be an HGV driver and also a mechanic: 
those are my goals to achieve. I thank God that I am here to achieve those 
goals and be something in life. I also thank you for supporting Azul Wasi. 
Thank you.  
 

Hello, my name is Miguel Ángel 
and I am 12 years old and I live 
at Azul Wasi and I like living 
there. It's fun and I like playing 
football with my friends. My 
ambition is to be an electrical 
engineer on a tanker. Thank 
you for reading the letter. 
 
Hello, my name is Manuel and I 
am 9, and I like being in this 
place which is called Azul Wasi. I've been here for 3 years and I have a 
brother here whose name is Cristian. I have a room with my friends, and a 
computer room and a television room, and I have a tutor who always looks 
after us and helps us to do homework. And people can visit and friends 
come. Thank you for reading the letter. 
 
My name is Franco. I like Azul Wasi and Señor Alcides: he is very good for 
us all; I like what he does; he gives us clothes. And my ambition is to be a 
footballer. Thank you. 

 

How you can help to feed the children  
Your support and donations enable us to continue our commitment to send £875 a month to Azul Wasi.  If you would 
like to become a regular donor, or make a one-off donation, you can do this via the St Andrew’s website 
https://www.standrews-chesterton.org/azulwasi or by contacting us. LAFF covers the cost of sending the money to 
Azul Wasi, and so every penny we raise goes directly to feeding the children.  

 
Thank you 
Alcides thanks St Andrew’s for continuing to 
raise funds to help pay for the food at Azul 
Wasi. Knowing that a regular sum will be 
coming each month gives him much-needed 
security. We add our own thanks to everyone 
who supports Azul Wasi. 

 
 
 
 

For more information or to make a donation please 
contact us. 
Mary and Chris Pountain 
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574 
Email: azulwasista@gmail.com 
To sign up to our mailing list, see more photos and read 
about St Andrew’s connection with Azul Wasi visit 
https://www.standrews-chesterton.org/azulwasi 
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